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The War 


MESSAGE OF PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT’ AND PRIME MINISTER CHURCHILL 
TO MARSHAL BADOGLIO AND THE PEOPLE OF ITALY 


[Released to the press by the White House September 10] 


President Roosevelt and Prime Minister 
Churchill on September 10 dispatched the fol- 
lowing message to Marshal Badoglio and to 
the people of Italy: 


“Tt has fallen to you in the hour of your 
country’s agony to take the first decisive steps 
to win peace and freedom for the Italian 
people and to win back for Italy an honourable 
place in the civilization of Europe. 

“You have already freed your country from 
from Fascist servitude. There remains the 
even more important task of cleansing the 
Italian soil from the German invaders. Hit- 
ler, through his accomplice Mussolini, has 
brought Italy to the verge of ruin. He has 
driven the Italians into disastrous campaigns 
in the sands of Egypt and the snows of Russia. 
The Germans have always deserted the Italian 
troops on the battlefield, sacrificing them con- 


temptuously in order to cover their own re- 
treats. Now Hitler threatens to subject you all 
to the cruelties he is perpetrating in so many 
lands. 

“Now is the time for every Italian to strike 
his blow. The liberating armies of the West- 
ern World are coming to your rescue. We 
have very strong forces and are entering at 
many points. The German terror in Italy 
will not last long. They will be extirpated 
from your land and you, by helping in this 
great surge of liberation, will place yourselves 
once more among the true and long-proved 
friends of your country from whom you have 
been so wrongfully estranged. 

“Take every chance you can. Strike hard 
and strike home. Have faith in your future. 
All will come well. March forward with your 
American and British friends in the great 
world movement towards Freedom, Justice and 
Peace.” 


THE INTERNATIONAL POSITION OF ARGENTINA 


Correspondence Between the Secretary of State and the Argentine Foreign Minister 


[Released to the press September 8] 


On August 5, 1943, Vice Admiral Segundo 
Storni, Foreign Minister of Argentina, ad- 
dressed a letter to the Secretary of State con- 
cerning the present situation of the Argentine 


Government. The Secretary’s reply dated 
August 30, 1943 was delivered to Vice Ad- 
miral Storni on September 7. The complete 
texts of these letters are printed below. 
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(Translation] 
Buenos Aires, August 5, 1943. 
Mr. Secrerary oF STATE: 

Coinciding with Ambassador Armour’s trip 
to the United States, I have thought it de- 
sirable to place myself in direct contact with 
you, in order to set forth confidentially to 
your friendly Government the situation of the 
new Argentine Government established as the 
result of the military movement of June 4, 
particularly with reference to the international 
position of this country. I do so with the full 
approval of the President of the Nation and in 
the hope that, by this means, his views may also 
be made known to President Roosevelt. 

The military movement which has just 
overthrown the government of Sefor Castillo 
assumed power as an inevitable consequence 
of the atmosphere of corruption that unfor- 
tunately had penetrated the political and ad- 
ministrative life of the country. The 
unanimous approval with which the renovat- 
ing work of the new Government is being 
followed is the best justification of the move- 
ment. The Government has complete control 
of the situation, supported by all sound 
opinion in the country and’ fully upheld by 
the armed forces. But there is one factor 
which carries decisive weight in the work that 
it is doing: I refer to the international situa- 
tion and to the problems of foreign policy 
with which the Republic is confronted. 

Due to lack of adequate information or to 
other causes the origin of which I do not know, 
there has been created with respect to the situa- 
tion of neutrality of the Argentine Republic an 
atmosphere which is prejudicial to good rela- 
tions with the countries of America and espe- 
cially with that great friendly nation (the 
United States). Thus the rumor has spread 
that General Ramirez, the armed forces, and 
the men who form this new Government profess 
a markedly totalitarian ideology or, at the least, 
that we look upon the Axis powers with great 
sympathy. I can affirm, and I beg that you, 
Mr. Secretary, accept this affirmation as the 
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word of a man of honor, that such assumptions 
are absolutely false. The Argentine nation, its 
armed forces, and the men in its Government 
base their acts on the firmest democratic convic- 
tions. We are men of America: our historic 
tradition is very clear and it will not be modified 
now or in the future by the adoption of dictato. 
rial systems of government that are repugnant 
to our consciences as free men—as men who, 
today as in the past, feel indissolubly linked 
with the other inhabitants of this continent, of 
profoundly democratic origins. 

The situation of neutrality that the Argentine 
Republic has had to observe up to now has not 
been understood. Moreover, it has given rise 
to suspicious comments. In judging that neu- 
trality it has been forgotten, against all the 
evidence, that Argentine ships are operating 
exclusively in the service of the Allied nations 
and particularly of the American countries, 
extending by the decision of this new Govern- 
ment to the very zone of operations proclaimed 
by Germany. There have also been forgotten 
the Argentine decrees granting the status of 
“non-belligerency” exclusively to one of the 
belligerent parties. There have likewise been 
disregarded the protests made by Germany, 
Italy, and Japan after the secrecy of their 
official communications with their embassies 
here was prohibited, while the other countries 
continue to have the free use of their cables. 

It is difficult to ignore the collaboration that 
the Argentine Republic is giving to the cause of 
the Allied nations under the conditions of a 
neutrality which, more than tolerant, is of an 
evidently benevolent character. This current 
of collaboration is even more effective in the 
field of our exports, placed at the almost exclu- 
sive service of the Allied cause and of the 
American countries, in so doing many times 
depriving our country of articles necessary for 
its own defense. ~ 

The effort that Argentina is making should 
be understood. It is not fair to forget that this 
new Government has sprung from a revolution- 
ary movement which was planned and carried 
out in order to overthrow a government that 
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did not understand the reality of internal and 
foreign policy. But the change, particularly 
with reference to foreign policy, could not be 
effected in a violent manner because our country 
was not ready for it. In this connection, it 
should not be forgotten that the Argentine Re- 
public has been living and is still living in an 
atmosphere of peace, work, and comparative 
abundance; that our people are influenced by 
the ties of kinship of numerous foreign colonies; 
that there exists fear of the communist danger, 
the propagation of which in our country has 
corrupted even the most genuinely democratic 
institutions such as Accién Argentina and the 
Junta dela Victoria. It should be recalled that, 
on the other hand, the Government that was 
overthrown maintained its neutrality even dur- 
ing the most critical period of our relations 
with the Axis countries, as undoubtedly was the 
case with the repeated torpedoing of Argentine 
ships and the Japanese attack against Pearl 
Harbor. 

This situation, Mr. Secretary, cannot be 
abruptly changed by a revolutionary govern- 
ment that must reconstruct the country, which is 
corrupted in its administration and in its edu- 
cational and social institutions. The changes 
can be brought about only as rapidly as the 
internal situation may permit. The spirit in 
which they have been begun in the international 
position of the country is clear and evident and 
deserves to be noted in a friendly way and with- 
out bias by your Government. 

Argentine sentiment, eminently American, 
firmly opposed to totalitarian regimes, is on 
the side of the United Nations in its material 
and spiritual action. But you, Mr. Secretary, 
citizen of a country that venerates freedom of 
conscience, will acknowledge that it is not pos- 
sible, without preliminary preparation, to force 
the Argentine conscience with a view to leading 
it coldly and without any immediate motive 
to the breaking of relations with the Axis. The 
war having reached its present stage, when de- 
feat is inexorably drawing closer to the 
countries of the Axis, this unexpected rupture 
would furthermore put Argentine chivalry to a 
hard test. Let it suffice to recall the judg- 
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ment which Italy merited when, in a similar 
situation, it took its position against defeated 
France. 

I cannot fail to point out to you, Mr. Secre- 
tary, the concern with which I view future pos- 
sibilities if, because of the persistence in the 
present lack of comprehension, Argentina 
should continue to be denied the materials that 
at needs in order to increase its production and 
to arm itself in order to fulfill, should the 
case arise, its obligations for continental de- 
fense. It is of particular interest to recall 
that some time ago the Argentine Republic 
offered to increase shipments of fuels and heavy 
oils to American countries, for which purpose 
it sought from the United States the shipment 
of the machinery essential in order to increase 
its productive capacity. Unfortunately, thus 
far this request has not been heeded, no recogni- 
tion being made of the sacrifice at which our 
country is extending its assistance to friendly 
countries in order to supply them so far as pos- 
sible with the much-coveted fuel. Petroleum 
production has decreased because of the de- 
terioration of the equipment, and our reserves 
have diminished considerably. Today, in 
order to compensate for this shortage, we find 
it necessary to burn in the boilers of factories 
and plants millions of quintals of corn, wheat, 
and linseed. With the aid of the United States, 
Argentina could burn its own petroleum, keep- 
ing that wealth of grain to supply the Allied 
nations and to form a reserve stock that would 
make it possible to feed the European peoples 
threatened with hunger. 

The Government of General Ramirez will 
spare no effort to fulfill the obligations con- 
tracted. But, as I have already said, it will not 
be able to do so without a cause to justifiy it. 
To act otherwise would afford grounds to be- 
lieve action is being taken under the pressure 
or threat of foreign agents, and this would not 
be tolerated by either the people or the armed 
forces of the country. 

I believe that in this long letter I have ex- 
plained to you, Mr. Secretary, the real situa- 
tion of the Argentine Republic with respect 
to its sentiments of deep friendship and soli- 
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darity with the American countries. I do not 
doubt that in contemplating the situation from 
the high position that the government of Presi- 
dent Roosevelt occupies in the world, it will 
be appreciated that it is not just to maintain 
the attitude of suspicion assumed toward a 
country such as ours, which has shown unmis- 
takably its feelings of friendship and frank 
support for the countries that are fighting for 
freedom. I cannot believe that it is desired to 
eliminate the action of Argentina within the 
concert of American nations, on the basis that 
our neutrality—which is only theoretical— 
places us in an equivocal position with respect 
to the rest of the countries of this continent. 
I can affirm to you, Mr. Secretary, that the 
Axis countries have nothing to hope for from 
our Government and that public opinion is daily 
more unfavorable to them. But this evolu- 
tion would be more rapid and effective for the 
American cause if President Roosevelt should 
make a gesture of genuine friendship toward 
our people; such a gesture might be the urgent 
provision of airplanes, spare parts, armaments, 
and machinery to restore Argentina to the posi- 
tion of equilibrium to which it is entitled with 
respect to other South American countries. 
This general and sincere picture of the 
Argentine situation will explain to you, Mr. 
Secretary of State, the obstacles—up to now 
insurmountable—encountered by this Govern- 
ment in fulfilling the last part of its original 
objectives. On the basis of the loyal under- 
standing that we reciprocally owe to each 
other, I wish to rely on the spirit of good will 
with which we shall be heard, which would be 
a concrete proof of the friendship that this 
Government is seeking in its present difficult 
initial period. Moreover, Ambassador Ar- 
mour, who has penetrated with intelligent and 
friendly understanding into all the aspects of 
our complicated internal situation and who was 
the confidential recipient of these thoughts, 
personally expressed by His Excellency the 
President of the Nation, will be able to convey 
to you, Mr. Secretary, a more complete per- 
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sonal impression obtained directly from the 
present reality of the life of our country. 

I am very happy on this occasion to renew 
to you, Mr. Secretary, the assurance of my 
cordial and friendly consideration. 

Secunpo R. Srorni 


Aveust 30, 1943. 
My Dear Mr. Minister: 

I have received your letter of August 5, in 
which you were good enough to inform me 
regarding the situation of the new Argentine 
Government established as the result of the 
military movement of June 4, particularly with 
reference to the international position of Argen- 
tina. I note that your letter has the full ap- 
proval of the President of Argentina and I have 
been pleased to make the views expressed therein 
known to President Roosevelt. 

It is profoundly satisfactory to note your 
statement that the people of your coyntry feel 
themselves indissolubly linked with the other 
inhabitants of this continent of profoundly 
democratic origins. This statement will be most 
welcome to the citizens of the United States 
actively engaged at the cost of tremendous sacri- 
fices in lives and materials in a war for the 
survival of the principles so eloquently described 
by you. I feel sure that in the same spirit it will 
be warmly greeted by the peoples of all of the 
other republics of the Hemisphere which have 
taken measures essential to the defense of our 
continent against a menace now happily being 
overcome by the joint efforts of the friends of 
freedom everywhere. 

However, it is with regret that my Govern- 
ment and the people of the United States have 
been forced to the conclusion that the un- 
doubted sentiments of the Argentine people 
have not been implemented by action called 
for by the commitments freely entered into 
by their Government in common with the 
governments of the other twenty American 
republics, 

Your Excellency is, of course, fully familiar 
with those commitments. As they particu- 
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larly affect the present world conflict, they are 
based upon Resolution XV adopted by the 
Foreign Ministers of the American Republics 
at Habana in July of 1940. That Resolution 
provides that any attempt on the part of a 
non-American state against the integrity or 
inviolability of the territory, the sovereignty 
or the political independence of an American 
state shall be considered as an act of aggres- 
sion against the states which signed this decla- 
ration. The act of aggression contemplated in 
this Declaration took place on December 7, 
1941. In January of 1942 the Foreign Min- 
isters of the American Republics met at Rio 
de Janeiro to consider the measures which they 
should adopt for common defense. A Resolu- 
tion recommending the break of diplomatic 
relations with Japan, Germany and Italy was 
adopted. The wording of that Resolution was 
the subject of prolonged discussion and the 
text finally agreed upon was fully responsive 
to the views expressed by the Argentine Gov- 
ernment. I believe it desirable to quote the 
Resolution in full: 


“BREAKING OF DrpLoMATIC RELATIONS 


“I The American Republics reaffirm their 
declaration to consider any act of aggression 
on the part of a non-American State against 
one of them as an act of aggression against all 
of them, constituting as it does an immediate 
threat to the liberty and independence of 
America. 

“II The American Republics reaffirm their 
complete solidarity and their determination to 
cooperate jointly for their mutual protection 
until the effects of the present aggression against 
the Continent have disappeared. 

“III The American Republics, in accordance 
with the procedures established by their own 
laws and in conformity with the position and 
circumstances obtaining in each country in the 
existing continental conflict, recommend the 
breaking of their diplomatic relations with 
Japan, Germany and Italy, since the first- 
mentioned State attacked and the other two 
declared war on an American country. 
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“IV Finally, the American Republics de- 
clare that, prior to the reestablishment of the 
relations referred to in the preceding para- 
graph, they will consult among themselves in 
order that their action may have a solidary 
character.” + 


With the exception of Argentina, all of the 
American Republics have severed diplomatic 
‘relations with Japan, Germany and Italy and 
of these twenty republics thirteen are at war 
with the Axis powers. . 

Resolution V, adopted by the Consultative 
Meeting of Foreign Ministers at Rio de 
Janeiro, stipulated by unanimous agreement 
the immediate adoption of any additional 
measures necessary to cut off for the duration 
of the present Hemispheric emergency all com- 
mercial and financial intercourse, direct or in- 
direct, between the Western Hemisphere and 
the nations signatory to the Tri-Partite Pact 
and the territories dominated by them. The 
Argentine representative at the Meeting ad- 
hered to this Resolution with the following 
reservation : 


“The Argentine Delegation requests that it 
be recorded in the minutes, as well as at the 
end of this draft resolution, that the Argentine 
Republic agrees with the necessity of adopting 
economic and financial control measures with 
regard to all foreign and domestic activities 
of firms or enterprises which may, in one way 
or another, affect the welfare of the republics 
of America or the solidarity or defense of the 
Continent. It has adopted and is prepared to 
adopt further measures in this respect, in ac- 
cordance with the present resolution, extending 
them, however, to firms or enterprises managed 
or controlled by aliens or from foreign bel- 
ligerent countries not in the American Con- 


tinent.” ? 
The Argentine Government has failed to effect 


the severance of financial and commercial rela- 
tions called for by Resolution V. Moreover, 


1 BuiweTin of Feb. 7, 1942, p. 118. 
* Ibid., p. 140. 
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financial transactions of direct benefit to the 
enemies of the United Nations have been author- 
ized by agencies of the Argentine Government. 

Resolution XVII adopted at Rio provided 
for a concerted effort to discover and combat 
subversive activities. It is notorious that Axis 
agents in Argentina have been and are engag- 
ing in systematic espionage which has cost the 
United Nations ships and lives. Vicious prop- 
aganda aimed at the United Nations appears 
in publications which are supported by sub- 
sidies from Axis sources. These publications 
have benefited by a Government decree which 
enables them to receive supplies of newsprint 
at favorable prices through the intervention of 
the Argentine Ministry of Agriculture. 

Resolution XL adopted at the Rio de Janeiro 
Meeting recommended that each American 
republic adopt the necessary and immediate 
measures to close all radiotelephone and radio- 
telegraph communications between the Ameri- 
can Republics and the aggressor States and all 
territories subservient to them, except in so far 
as official communications of the American Gov- 
ernments are concerned. Argentina is the only 
one of the twenty-one American Republics now 
permitting radiotelephone and radiotelegraph 
communications with Japan, Germany and 
Italy. 

The above summary of certain of the inter- 
American commitments freely entered into by 
Argentina, together with the twenty other 
American republics, furnishes a convincing ex- 
pression of the reason why the situation of neu- 
trality which Your Excellency states the Argen- 
tine Republic has had to observe up to now has 
not been understood. 

It is, of course, a matter solely within the 
competence of the Argentine Government to 
judge the degree to which Argentine public 
opinion which you state is firmly opposed to 
totalitarian regimes will support a foreign 
policy designed at the very least to reduce the 
assistance which Argentina’s present position 
has rendered and is continuing to render those 
regimes. Nor can I pass upon the question of 
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the nature of the motive which you believe 
would be necessary to enable the Argentine Gov- 
ernment to fulfill the obligations it has con- 
tracted. I must, however, express my astonish- 
ment at your statement that for the Argentine 
Government to fulfill those obligations would 
afford grounds to believe that such action was 
taken under the pressure or threat of foreign 
agents. The obligations in question were freely 
entered into by all the American Republics, and 
have been carried out by all except Argentina. 

In concluding the discussion of this subject, 
I believe it fitting to recall that the public and 
private statements made by the President of 
the Nation and by Your Excellency during the 
first few weeks of the tenure of office of the new 
Argentine Government gave my Government 
positive ground for the belief that Argentine 
sentiments of continental solidarity and of ad- 
herence to inter-American commitments would 
be translated into effective action within a spe- 
cific and brief period. 

It is no doubt true as indicated by Your 
Excellency that the products of Argentine 
agriculture and mining have been of the great- 
est value to the cause of the United Nations. 
Those products, however, have found markets 
at equitable prices in the determination of 
which the United Nations have consistently 
refused to take advantage of the fact that they 
are, thanks to the efficiency of their military 
and naval operations, the only major markets 
open to Argentina. A glance at Argentine 
economic statistics will show that Argentina’s 
economic transactions with the United Na- 
tions have been highly beneficial to Argentina. 
I am, of course, not fully informed regarding 
the degree to which these transactions may 
have resulted in the sacrifice of materials es- 
sential to the defense of Argentina as men- 
tioned in Your Excellency’s letter. In this 
connection, however, it may be noted that 
neither the present Argentine Government nor 
its predecessor has at any time evidenced a 
disposition to strengthen the security of Ar- 
gentina by having Argentine military and 
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naval forces take part in measures designed 
for the defense of the hemisphere. 

With respect to Your Excellency’s state- 
ment to the effect that Argentina is being de- 
nied materials which she requires to increase 
her production of commodities essential to the 
United Nations, you are, of course, aware that 
the conditions of the war have imposed upon 
the United States and the other United Na- 
tions the necessity for a very careful allocation 
of available materials of a critical and strategic 
nature in order that these materials may be 
used to the best advantage in furtherance of 
the war effort. Notwithstanding these circum- 
stances, Argentine essential civilian require- 
ments, particularly those related to public 
health and the maintenance of essential serv- 
ices, have received fair treatment. 

With regard to the petroleum negotiations, it 
may be pointed out that Argentina, thanks to 
its natural resources, the production of which 
has increased during the war period, and to its 
ability to import, has enjoyed during the past 
year and a half far greater oil supplies for the 
consumption of its civilian population than 
have the neighboring republics. Those repub- 
lics have received extremely limited supplies 
made possible through cooperative action in 
which the Government of the United States 
and of the producing republics other than 
Argentina have participated. Considerable 
hardship and sacrifice has resulted owing to the 
serious shortage of ocean-going tankers. Thus, 
while the Argentine people were enjoying gas- 
oline supplies equivalent to about seventy per- 
cent of their normal civilian requirements, the 
peoples of Uruguay, Brazil, Paraguay, Chile 
and, in general, other republics were receiving 
only approximately forty percent of normal 
civilian requirements. Argentine assistance 
would have been of great value during this very 
difficult period. 

The negotiations to which your letter refers 
have been concerned with the provision of ma- 
terials and supplies to enable the future pro- 
duction of the Argentine oil fields to be main- 
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tained and even to be increased. The lack of 
these materials has not in any way affected the 
ability of Argentina to cooperate with the 
neighboring republics during the past eighteen 
months if Argentina had desired to cooperate. 

With regard to the matter of arms and mu- 
nitions, your letter states that the evolution of 
Argentine public opinion would be more rapid 
and effective in favor of the American coun- 
tries if President Roosevelt were to make an 
open and friendly gesture toward the Argen- 
tine people such as would be the immediate 
supply of airplanes, replacement parts, arma- 
ments and machinery, in order to restore Ar- 
gentina to the position of equilibrium which 
corresponds to her with respect to other South 
American countries. In reply, I must point 
out emphatically that questions of military and 
naval equilibrium as between American repub- 
lics are surely inconsistent with the inter- 
American doctrine of the peaceful settlement 
of international disputes to which so many 
practical contributions have been made by Ar- 
gentine statesmen. In fact, one of the most 
specific expressions of that doctrine, known as 
the Treaty of Non-Aggression and Concilia- 
tion, was the work of a distinguished Argentine 


Minister for Foreign Affairs. To furnish arms 


and munitions for the purpose indicated by 
Your Excellency would appear to this Gov- 
ernment to be clearly inconsistent with the 
juridical and moral foundations upon which 
existing inter-American understanding and 
agreements are based. 

I must also recall that it has been frequently 
indicated to representatives of your Govern- 
ment, including the military and naval officers 
who visited Washington more than a year ago, 
that the supply of arms and munitions by the 
United States to the other American republics 
is exclusively for the purpose of contributing 
to the defense of the Hemisphere against pos- 
sible aggression. In the determination of the 
contribution which the Government of the 
United States could make to the preparations 
for defense of the other nineteen American 
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Republics which jointly determined upon the 
need for such defense, the Government of the 
United States has been guided exclusively by 
considerations of hemispheric security. Since 
Argentina, both by its words and its actions, 
has indicated clearly that the Argentine armed 
forces will not under present conditions be used 
in a manner designed to forward the cause of 
the security of the New World, and, thereby, 
the vital war interests of the United States, it 
would be impossible for the President of the 
United States to enter into an agreement to 
furnish arms and munitions to Argentina un- 
der the Lend-Lease Act. 

I have written Your Excellency in this detail 
since I am sure from the frank and friendly 
terms in which your letter to me is couched, 
that you would desire an equally frank and 
friendly exposition of the views of this Govern- 
ment. I feel that I should be lacking in such 
frankness, however, were I to leave you under 
the impression that the Government and the 
people of the United States have not viewed 
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with deep regret the course followed by the 
Argentine Government in so far as concerns 
hemispheric defense since the Conference of 
Foreign Ministers in Rio de Janeiro. I am in 
entire agreement with your statement that 
defeat is inexorably drawing closer to the 
countries of the Axis. In recognition of that 
fact the United Nations and those associated 
with them are devoting their attention in a wide 
variety of practical and constructive ways to 
the problems of post-war organization. Thus 
the failure of the Argentine Government to 
comply with its inter-American commitments 
has not only resulted in the non-participation 
of Argentina in the defense of the continent in 
a most critical period, it is also depriving 
Argentina of participation in the studies, dis- 
cussions, meetings and arrangements designed 
to solve the post-war problems mentioned above. 

I am pleased to take this opportunity of ex- 
tending to Your Excellency the renewed assur- 
ances of my high consideration. 

Corpett Hu 


ADHERENCE OF IRAN TO THE DECLARATION BY UNITED NATIONS 


[Released to the press September 11] 


The following communications concerning 
the adherence of Iran to the Declaration by 
United Nations have been exchanged by the 
Minister of Iran and the Secretary of State: 


Serremser 10, 1943. 
Mr. Secretary: 

I have the honor to communicate to Your 
Excellency, in compliance with instructions re- 
ceived from my Government, that by act of the 
9th day of this month, Iran declares the exist- 
ence of a state of war with Germany and for- 
mally adheres to the Declaration of the United 
Nations: 

The Iranian people and their Government, 


sincerely believing in the principles of the 
Atlantic Charter, have already contributed by 
all ways and means at their disposal to the 
common cause of the Allies and to the prosecu- 
tion of the war against aggressors. Now, in- 
terpreting this obvious policy, they have de- 
cided to adhere formally to the Declaration of 
the United Nations dated January 1, 1942. 

In conveying the advice to Your Excellency 
of this decision of the Iranian Government, and 
also in accordance with the above instructions, 
I should very much appreciate the favor of your 
good offices to the end that the same be trans- 
mitted to the other signatory nations of the 
foregoing Declaration. 


I take [etc.] M. SHAYESTEH 
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SEPTEMBER 10, 1943. 
Sir: 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your note of September 10, 1943 in which 
you state, in compliance with instructions from 
your Government, that by act of September 9, 
1948 Iran declared the existence of a state of war 
with Germany and formally adhered to the 
Declaration by United Nations. 

This action of the Government of Iran is 
a new manifestation of the determination of 
Iran to contribute to the cause of the freedom- 
loving nations in their struggle for victory over 
Hitlerism. The Government of the United 
States, as depository for the Declaration, is in- 
deed gratified to welcome Iran into the ranks 
of the United Nations. 

Accept [etc.] CorpeLL Hott 
APPOINTMENT OF AMERICAN DIRECTOR 

OF ECONOMIC OPERATIONS IN THE 

MIDDLE EAST 


[Released to the press by the White House September 10] 


The President has appointed the Honorable 
James M. Landis to serve as American Director 
of Economic Operations in the Middle East 
and principal American civilian representa- 
tive at the Middle East Supply Center with the 
personal rank of Minister. Mr. Landis will be 
assigned to our legations in the Middle East as 
Special Assistant to the Minister to facilitate 
his duties in connection with his work in Cairo 
and the areas serviced by the Middle East Sup- 
ply Center. 

Mr. Fred Winant, who formerly held the 
position of principal American civilian repre- 
sentative, will take over the direction of the 
Middle East supply work in Washington. 

Mr. Landis, whose resignation as Director of 
the Office of Civilian Defense was announced 
by the President the afternoon of September 10, 
has served in the past as chairman of the Se- 
curities and Exchange Commission and as a 
member of the Federal Trade Commission. He 
was special trial examiner for the United States 
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Department of Labor and also acted as con- 
sultant to the Advisory Commission to the 
Counsel of National Defense and the War De- 
partment. He is on leave of absence as Dean of 
the Harvard Law School. 

It is expected that Mr. Landis will leave for 
Cairo shortly. 


CONTRIBUTIONS FOR RELIEF 


On September 4, 1943 the President’s War 
Relief Control Board released to the press a 
tabulation of contributions collected and dis- 
bursed during the period September 6, 1939 
through July 1943, as shown in the reports sub- 
mitted by persons and organizations registered 
with the Board for the solicitation and collec- 
tion of contributions to be used for relief in 
foreign countries, in conformity with the regu- 
lations issued pursuant to section 3 (a) of the 
act of May 1, 1937, as made effective by the Pres- 
ident’s proclamations of September 5, 8, and 10, 
1939; section 8 of the act of November 4, 1939, 
as made effective by the President’s proclama- 
tion of the same date; and Executive Order 
9205 of July 25, 1942. The statistics set forth 
in the tabulation are incomplete with regard 
to relief activities which a number of registered 
organizations have been carrying on in respect 
to non-belligerent countries, for which registra- 
tion was not previously required. 

The American National Red Cross and cer- 
tain religious organizations are exempted from 
registration with the Board by section 3 of 
Executive Order 9205, and the accounts of these 
organizations are not included in this tabula- 
lation. Community war chests, war funds, etc., 
are registered with the Board. However, as 
such chests are fund-raising organizations 
only, and as the funds raised for war relief 
and welfare purposes, other than local, are 
contributed exclusively to registered organiza- 
tions, their accounts are not included in the 
tabulation. 

Copies of this tabulation are available from 
the President’s War Relief Control Board, 
Washington Building, Washington, D.C. 
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LAWS ENACTED BY THE FRENCH GOV- 
ERNMENT PRIOR TO THE GERMAN IN- 
VASION 


Of interest is a recent decision by the New 
York Supreme Court which held that securities 
deposited in a New York bank and charged to 
the account of its French branch, at a time when 
the claimant was domiciled in France, pursuant 
to laws and decrees of the French Government 
issued subsequent to the opening of hostilities 
between France and Germany, may not be re- 
covered in replevin by their owner, a French 
national and a refugee in the United States. 
Although the Court agreed that under present 
war conditions there is no existing French Gov- 
ernment recognized by the United States to 
which application may be made for release of 
the securities, it ruled that the laws validly en- 
acted by the French Government before the 
invasion by Germany “are still the laws of the 
French State and will still be the laws of France 
when the invader is driven out.” [Bercholz v. 
Guaranty Trust Co. of N. Y., Aug. 10, 1943; 
N. Y. Sup. Ct., Spec. Term, Part III, N. Y. 
City (Koch, J.) ] 


REPORT ON LEND-LEASE OPERATIONS 


In his press and radio news conference on 
September 7, 1943, the President stated that 
while he was in Quebec a draft of the letter to 
Congress transmitting the Eleventh Quarterly 
Report on Lend-Lease Operations was printed 
inadvertently without his approval and that a 
new copy of the letter is being sent to Congress 
with two sentences contained in the original 
print deleted. Accordingly, in the text of the 
letter of transmittal as printed in the BuLieTiNn 
of August 28, 1943, the two sentences which ap- 
pear at the beginning of the right-hand column 
on page 125 should be deleted. 
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ANNIVERSARY OF INDEPENDENCE 
OF BRAZIL 


[Released to the press September 7] 


The President has sent the following mes- 
sage to the President of the United States of 
Brazil on the occasion of the Brazilian Inde- 
pendence Day: 


Tue Wuite Hovss, September 7, 1943. 

I am happy to convey to Your Excellency 
and through you to the Brazilian people the 
congratulations and fraternal regards of the 
people of the United States on the anniversary 
of the independence of Brazil. This auspi- 
cious event will be celebrated throughout the 
Americas, which have benefited so much from 
the enlightened fruits of Brazilian independ- 
ence and devotion to neighborly cooperation. 
In the past year the close ties which have long 
bound the people of Brazil and those of the 
United States have grown even firmer through 
their comradeship of arms in the common 
struggle against Axis tyranny and its threat to 
the freedom they cherish. This comradeship 
is fittingly symbolized by the visit to the United 
States of General Dutra. 

Brazil and the United States, together with 
their staunch allies, can foresee with certainty 
the total and inevitable defeat of the forces 
of treachery and oppression, now that the fight 
is being carried vigorously and successfully to 
the homelands of our enemies. We can all 
look forward confidently to the better and 
fuller world in which liberty will reign when 
victory is achieved. May the collaboration of 
the people and Governments of Brazil and the 
United States grow ever stronger in the days 
of well-won peace to come. 
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I take this occasion to add my personal greet- 
ings and best wishes for your health and for 
the happiness and prosperity of the Brazilian 
nation, 

Frankuin D. Roosrverr 


ARREST OF POWER OFFICIALS 
IN ARGENTINA 


{Released to the press September 6] 


In the early morning of September 4, the 
Argentine police occupied the principal office 
of a subsidiary company of the American and 
Foreign Power Company in Buenos Aires and 
arrested several of the officers. 

The American Embassy in Buenos Aires 
immediately requested the Argentine Govern- 
ment to permit an official from the Embassy to 
see David Matson, the only American arrested. 
The Argentine Government was also requested 
to give the Embassy complete information con- 
cerning the reasons for the arrests. All of the 
persons arrested were released on the evening 
of September 4. The Embassy is keeping in 
close touch with the situation. 


VISIT TO THE UNITED STATES OF THE 
CHILEAN MINISTER OF FOREIGN AF- 
FAIRS 


{Released to the press September 10] 


His Excellency Sefior Dr. Don Joaquin Fer- 
nindez, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Chile, 
will visit the United States as a guest of this 
Government, arriving in Washington on Friday, 
September 17. He will stay at Blair House 
during his visit to Washington and will subse- 
quently visit other cities in the United States. 
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DEATH OF FREDERICK P. KEPPEL 


[Released to the press September 9] 


The Secretary has sent the following letter 
to Mrs. Frederick P. Keppel: 
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SEPTEMBER 9, 1943. 


Dear Mrs. Keprev: 

I am deeply grieved to learn of the death of 
your distinguished husband. He was an out- 
standing citizen who rendered highly useful 
and meritorious service to the community and 
to the country. In the field of education, phil- 
anthropic enterprises, and in government, his 
work was of an unusually high order, and his 
record is one fully in keeping with his sterling 
qualities of character and mind. 

I extend to you and to members of the family 
my heartfelt sympathy in your irreparable loss. 

Sincerely yours, 
CorpeLL HuLi 








Regulations 














General Rulings and Public Circulars Under Execu- 
tive Order 8389, April 10, 1940, as Amended [re- 
lating to foreign-funds control], and Regulations 
Issued Pursuant Thereto. (Monetary Offices, 
Treasury Department.) September 3, 1943. 8 Fed- 
eral Register 12285-12288. 


[Amendment to General Ruling 4] Netherlands Pos- 
sessions. 

[Amendment to General Ruling 5 and revocation 
of General Ruling 6A] Importation of Securities 
and Currency. 

[Amendment to General Ruling 11] Trade or Com- 
munication With an Enemy National. 

[Public Circular 5B] Special Accounts Established 
by Alien Property Custodian. 

[Public Circular 23] Applications for Licenses. 


General In Transit Licenses [Amendment 98, defining 
country groups and listing commodities which un- 
der certain conditions may not be exported pur- 
suant to any general license]. (Office of Exports, 
Office of Economic Warfare.) August 31, 1943. 8 
Federal Register 12288. 

Primary Inspection and Detention: Admission [into 
the United States] Under Bond of Immigrant Aliens 
Likely To Become Public Charges. (Immigration 
and Naturalization Service, Department of Justice.) 
August 21, 1943. 8 Federal Register 12256. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


Alaska Highway: Agreement Between the United 
States of America and Canada—Effected by ex- 
change of notes signed at Washington July 19, 1943. 
Executive Agreement Series 331. Publication 1977. 
2 pp. 5¢. 

Index to the Department of State Bulletin, vol. VIII, 
nos. 184-209, January 2—June 26, 1943. Publication 
1982. 20 pp. Free. 


OrHEeR GOVERNMENT AGENCIES 


United Nations Food Conference: Pre-War Agricul- 
tural Production and Trade of Selected Countries. 
May 1943. (Office of Foreign Agricultural 
Relations, Department of Agriculture.) 40 pp., proc- 
essed. Available free from Agriculture Department. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE BULLETIN 


Brief Survey of Important Industrial and Power 
Plants in Manchuria. Dec. 17, 1942. (Bureau of 
Foreign and Domestic Commerce, Department of 
Commerce.) ii, 25 pp., processed. Available free 
from Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce. 

Wartime Developments on West Coast of South 
America [articles from Foreign Commerce Weekly]. 
June 1943. (Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Com- 
merce, Department of Commerce.) 28 pp., illus., 
processed. Available free from Bureau of Foreign 
and Domestic Commerce. 

Selection of Works for Understanding of World Af- 
fairs Since 1914. 1943. (Bibliography Division, 
Library of Congress.) 95 pp., processed. Free to 
institutions only from Library of Congress. 

Foreign-Trade and Exchange Controls in Germany: 
Report on Methods and Policies of German Foreign- 
Trade Control, With Special Reference to Period 
1931-39, Under Provisions of Sec. 332, Title 3, Pt. 2 
of Tariff Act of 1930. 1943. (Tariff Commission.) 
xi, 294 pp. (Report 150, 2d series.) 35¢, paper, 
from Superintendent of Documents, Government 
Printing Office. 
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